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Applications for Membership
The IPAS Commission is looking for people who 
have knowledge and expertise about disability 
issues, but more importantly it is looking for 
individuals who want to make a difference in the 
disability community. 

To obtain an application for membership to either 
the IPAS Commission or Mental Illness Advisory 
Council, contact IPAS at 800.622.4845 or 
TTY:800.838.1131.

Statement of Funding
This publication was made possible by funding 
support from the Administration for Children and 
Families (38 percent), the Center for Mental Health 
Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (28 percent), the Health 
Resources and Services Administration, Maternal 
and Child Health Bureau (2 percent), all within the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and 
from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of 
Special Education and Rehabilitation Services  
(27 percent), and the Social Security Administration 
(5 percent).

These contents are solely the responsibility of the 
grantee and do not necessarily represent the official 
views of state or federal government.

The federal grants in the amount of $2,250,492 
make IPAS’ services possible.

You may acquire a copy of the IPAS established 
priorities by calling the phone numbers or writing to 
the address in the next column.
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Join the IPAS Commission or 
Mental Illness Advisory Council
IPAS is always looking for new Commission and 
Mental Illness Advisory Council (MIAC) members to 
help serve the needs of individuals with disabilities. 
Members must have a commitment to promoting the 
legal and civil rights of people with developmental 
disabilities, mental illness or other disabilities, and 
to the cause of protecting and promoting those 
individuals’ right to make their own choices.

For more information, or to obtain an application  
for membership, contact 800.622.4845 or  
TTY: 800.838.1131.

Indiana Protection and Advocacy 
Services Commission (IPAS)
Indiana Protection and Advocacy Services 
Commission’s mission is to protect and promote 
the rights of individuals with disabilities, through 
empowerment and advocacy. Created in 1977 
by state law (IC.12-28-1-6) as amended, it is 
an independent state agency which receives no 
state funding and is independent from all service 
providers, as required by federal and state law.

IPAS is a congressionally mandated, legally based 
disability rights agency. IPAS has the authority to 
provide legal representation and other advocacy 
services, under all federal and state laws to people 
with disabilities based on a system of priorities. To 
defend the human, legal and civil rights of people 
with disabilities, Congress authorized Protection and 
Advocacy systems in each state. IPAS provides these 
services in Indiana.

IPAS is governed by a 13-member commission, 
which sets the agency’s priorities and is advised on 
mental illness matters by a mental illness advisory 
council (MIAC).

About the IPAS Commission
Indiana Protection and Advocacy Services (IPAS) 
Commission assures legal and advocacy services for 
the protection, promotion and empowerment of the 
rights and interests of individuals with disabilities. 
The IPAS Commission provides direction and advice 
on the agency’s activities, goals and policies. 

By federal law, Commission members must broadly 
represent or have knowledge of the needs of 
individuals served by the Protection and Advocacy 
system, such as individuals with developmental 
disabilities who are eligible for services, or parents, 
family members or advocates of people with 
disabilities. Additionally, the Chair of the Indiana 
Protection and Advocacy Services Mental Illness 
Advisory Council (MIAC) is a member of the IPAS 
Commission. The IPAS Commission consists of 
13 members. Four members are appointed by the 
Governor, and remaining members are placed by a 
majority vote of the Commission. Members serve 
three-year terms and may not serve more than five 
consecutive terms. 

Serving on the IPAS Commission in an advisory, 
non-voting capacity is one member of the Indiana 
Senate appointed by the President Pro Tempore of 
the Senate, and one member of the Indiana House 
of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives.

About the Mental Illness 
Advisory Council (MIAC)
The Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with 
Mental Illness (PAIMI) regulations mandate that an 
Advisory Council (MIAC) exist to advise the IPAS 
Commission on policies and priorities that affect the 
rights of individuals with mental illness. 

The MIAC members are appointed by either the 
Governor or the Commission. Members of the 
council shall include attorneys, mental health 
professionals, individuals from the public who 
are knowledgeable about mental illness, the 
advocacy needs of persons with mental illness 
and have demonstrated a substantial commitment 
to improving mental health services, a provider 
of mental health services, individuals who have 
received or are receiving mental health services and 
family members of such individuals. 

At least 60 percent of the membership of the 
advisory council shall be comprised of individuals 
who have received or are receiving mental health 
services or who are family members of such 
individuals. At least one family member shall be a 
primary care giver for an individual who is currently 
a minor child or youth who is receiving or has 
received mental health services.

Members serve three-year terms and may not serve 
more than five consecutive terms. 

“The IPAS staff is truly 
dedicated to protect 
and promote the 
rights of individuals 
through empowerment 
and advocacy, just 
as its mission states. 
The determination of 
each staff member is 
obvious in the work 
that is done. I am proud 
to be a small part of 
such an agency.”

– mary alter, IPAS 

Commission Member

“I consider it a great 
honor and a privilege 

to have the opportunity 
to continue supporting 
IPAS as a member of the 
IPAS Commission. It has 
been a very rewarding 

experience to work 
with the IPAS staff and 

fellow Commission 
members who all 

share a strong passion 
for promoting and 

protecting the rights 
of our citizens with 

disabilities.”

– Doug Goeppner, IPAS 

Commission Chairperson

“Working with the 
IPAS staff and other 
Mental Illness Advisory 
Council members has 
been a very rewarding 
and empowering 
experience for me. 
Networking with other 
Council members has 
shown how important 
it is to work together 
toward common goals.

– Larry Wiesenauer,  
Mental Illness Advisory 

Council Member


